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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to analyze the dissertations and theses published in Brazil on the actions of the World Bank
Group (WB) in the field of higher education in Latin America, made available in the Brazilian Digital Library
of Theses and Dissertations (BDTD). Through a content analysis, the texts found were unraveled regarding
the aspects of the privileged sub-theme and the methodological treatment given for its understanding. The
results pointed to the low depth of the authors of the dissertations and theses on how, in fact, the agreements
between the BM and its Member States occur, and the marginalization of the discussion regarding the
interference of the internal political movements of each State in the actions of this international organism.
At the end of this article, a new perspective of analysis of the performance of the BM in the field is pointed
out, in view of the need to encourage further research in the context of Graduate Programme in Education.

Keywords: Dissertations. Latin America. Theses. World Bank Group.

RESUMO

O presente estudo objetivou analisar as dissertagdes e as teses publicadas no Brasil sobre as atuagées do
Grupo Banco Mundial (BM) no campo da educagdo superior da América Latina, disponibilizadas na Biblioteca
Digital Brasileira de Teses e Disserta¢des (BDTD). Por meio de uma analise de conteudo, os textos encontrados
foram destrinchados quanto aos aspectos da subtematica privilegiada e do trato metodolégico dado para o
entendimento desta. Os resultados apontaram o baixo aprofundamento dos(as) autores(as) das disserta¢des
e das teses sobre como, de fato, ocorrem os acordos entre o BM e seus Estados-membros; e, a secundarizagao
da discussdo a respeito da interferéncia dos movimentos politicos internos a cada Estado nas atua¢Ges desse
organismo internacional. Ao final deste artigo, é apontada uma nova perspectiva de analise da atua¢do do
BM no campo, tendo em vista a necessidade do fomento de outras pesquisas na ambiéncia dos Programas
de Pds-graduacgdo em Educacao.

Palavras-chave: América Latina. Disserta¢des. Grupo Banco Mundial. Teses.
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Initial Thoughts

The role of the World Bank (WB) has attracted attention on the definition of processes of
elaboration, implementation and evaluation of educational policies among its member-states. Other
than that, research on this subject has shown the growing advance of this global entity into public
debate on the aforementioned educational policies. Academic work published on the Brazilian
context study from primary to tertiary education levels, with less focus on the latter.

There are research projects showing the number of economic resources moved by Latin-
American countries, partially from the WB, pointing to tertiary education projects (Santos, 2014;
2017; Pereira, 2010a). Such projects revolve around many themes, such as Science, Technology and
Innovation; or the “relieve” of poverty in vulnerable communities (Pereira, 2010b). As there is a WB
sector responsible for its involvement on tertiary education, it is believed that Brazilian researchers
are aware of such activities and its consequences on the field’s configuration.

With this in mind, and considering the relevance of a systematic comprehension, organically
considering the characterization of such influences, this paper’s goal is to present an outlook of
Brazilian academic research focused on the WB actions on the field of tertiary education in Latin
America, all published as master’s dissertations and Ph.D. theses. This work can be defined as a state
of the art, aiming to bring new questions on the theme.

The relevance of “state of the art” research to understanding the field of tertiary
education

Due to the amount of works on the tertiary education, it is challenging to find new possibilities
for contributions. Therefore, the development of a state of the art can show the relevance and
innovation intended over the matter that it privileges. This methodological stand aims to contribute
to scientific knowledge, while communicating with the field’s academic work.

This work has as its main goal the organization of the debate for a better comprehension.
The knowledge of academic research on the relation between the WB and the tertiary education
is a sine qua non condition for the understanding of the results of this international organization’s
role in education. “State of the art” research can help in mapping investigation, as it facilitates the
presentation of a specific theme and its contextualization (Maia; Hobold, 2014).

Bibliographical research allows reaching and evaluating the depths and limits of studies on
tertiary education. It is used to “[...] answer the questions of “when”, “where”, and “who” makes
these research in a specific time and place, [also] those questions that answer “what” and “how”
the works are done” (Ferreira, 2002, p. 265, our translation). As Morosini and Nascimento (2017)
understand, researchers live in a specific time and are influenced by their context, what is reflected

onto their academic scientific work.

For Romanowsky and Ens (2006), “state of the art” is not the same as “state of knowledge”.
The first names the whole of the work (papers published in journals, dissertations, thesis, annals), the
latter only represents research into one source of clutter of publications (into annals, dissertations,
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or theses, for example). The main question raised by the authors is: “is it possible to write a “state
of the art” comprising all that is possible to know over what someone has already written over a
subject?”

After research on national and international bases, Vosgerau and Romanowski (2014)
identified several kinds of studies that can be classified as “revision studies”, such as: bibliographical
survey, literature review, bibliographical review, state of the art, narrative review, bibliometric
study, systematic review, integrative review, metanalysis, meta summarization, and a synthesis of
qualitative evidence.

The authors add that: “[...] studies that have as their goal to make such revision allow
for a better understanding of the areas movement, configuration, theorical and methodologic
propensions, critical analysis pointing tendencies, recurrences and gaps” (Vosgerau; Romanowski,
2014, p. 167, our translation). Through reading their work, it is made clear that both concepts are
not always synonyms, each of them have their own expressions and characteristics. But it can be
said that “state of the art” is not considered as being distinct from “state of knowledge”.

Ferreira (2002), Morosini (2015), Morosini and Nascimento (2017) state that “systematic
review of literature”, “state of the art”, and “state of knowledge” are synonyms, because “[...] state
of knowledge is the identification, register and categorization that takes into account the synthesis of
scientific production over a specific field, in a said space of time, uniting journals, theses, dissertations
and books on a specific matter” (Morosini, 2015, p. 102, our translation).

“State of the art” was adopted in this work as it is closer to its aims. Therefore, this paper
privileges the term of “state of the art” to describe written dissertations and theses. It is worth
noting that it relates to the attempt of pointing “[...] consensus and divergences” (Nascimento, 2016,
p. 6, our translation) in the development of knowledge on Brazilian education over the influence of
international entities.

The State of the art is a kind of investigation aiming to restore, organize and detail how
information on a specific theme is spread (Jezine, 2014). Well-made works with this goal “[...] help
in the identification of choices, tendencies of thought, approaches, etc. used by the researchers of
educational policies” (Souza, 2014, p. 360, our translation)®. More than that, literature review about
the chosen subject grants the researcher the possibility of investigating social phenomena while
needing continuous epistemological watchfulness (Bourdieu; Chamboredon; Passeron, 2015).

Such works enable the development of reviews over what was published in the field of
interest (Romanowski; Ens, 2006), reaching a stocking and descriptive procedure of the theme it
privileges (Ferreira, 2002; Maia; Hobold, 2014). They promote an overview of the knowledge on the
field of education (Newman; Gough, 2020).

To Barreto (2009, p. 496), “facing the fragmentation of studies, journal balances in works
[“state of the art” research] are playing an inestimable role [...]” Taking it into account enables the
analysis of contributions on the object, with the point of characterizing the field of research, while
contributing theoretically and methodologically to it (Vosgerau; Romanowski, 2014, our translation).

! In his work, the author discusses the works published by the Grupo de Trabalho 5 — Estado e Politica Educacional da
Associagdo Nacional de Pds-graduagdo e Pesquisa em Educag¢do (ANPED), between 2000 and 2011, to understand their
epistemological characteristics.
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A gathering of works through this state of the art has as its purpose to show the originality
of this thesis. Although, it doesn’t mean to follow a “myth of the originality of knowledge” (Ferreira,
2002), that would characterize a search for something never seen in this field of research. The goal
here is to present a view of the object through another paradigm allowed by the current socio-
historical-political context.

This investigation of scientific production has as its starting point master’s dissertations and
PhD. theses, considering that graduate programmes of tertiary education institutions are a privileged
place for questioning their social reality, through conducted research. The elaboration of this state
of the art resulted on the identification of the reasons that took the themes to the field of tertiary
education, in the same way that it also pointed to how such themes can center the dispute between
the field’s agents.

To better understand the reasons why the texts studied were written and their respective
characteristics, it is relevant to keep in mind Azevedo’s and Aguiar’s (2001, p. 52, our translation)
words:

The perplex, anguishing search for new concepts and categories that allow the understanding
of reality dynamics — in a field of knowledge that still lacks an institutional tradition — to
recur for the denouncement, for an intense politicization of studies, are practices that can
only be understood when related to the wider e social context where they are inserted and
articulated.

Even though reviews — always bibliographical — enable the comparison between researches
(Vosgerau; Romanowski, 2014), especially state of the art (André; et al, 1999), the goal here was not
to compare a said “greater or smaller relevance” of one in relation to the latter. It was, otherwise, to
describe the authors’ goals and main findings on the acting of the WB on Latin American soil. While
presenting this state of knowledge, it is accepted that it can’t show the whole of the production on
the relations between States and the WB in tertiary education, but we will show “one of the possible
stories”? about it.

State of Art of research on the WB role in Brazilian tertiary education:
a general view

To delimitate the state of the art, a search for academic works was conducted on the
website of the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertagées (BDTD). BDTD is representative
in what concerns the reunion of Brazilian theses and dissertations — including all of the country’s
graduate programmes —, as it is required that all programmes linked to Fundag¢éo Coordenagdo de
Aperfeicoamento de Pessoal de Nivel Superior (CAPES) feed the library with all of its publications, to
disseminate published knowledge.

While redating a state of the art of the knowledge about the WB’s actions on Latin American
tertiary education, we recurred to theses and dissertations published in Brazil. We also looked for
works from other countries, but no websites capable of offering an overview of master’s and PhD.

2 As stated by Ferreira’s (2002) notion.
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works were found. Therefore, there are no national libraries of theses and dissertations in other
Latin American countries, such as in Brazil. Because of that, a data collection was made regarding
only authors coming from Brazilian graduate programmes.

The key terms for the research were: Tertiary Education, World Bank/World institutions
and Latin America. All work containing these words in their title, abstract and/or keywords were
selected. In situations where the term “International institutions” appeared along the others, only
works related with the WB were chosen. It is worth noting that papers focusing in more than one
Latin American country, without necessarily using the term “Latin America”, were also selected as
part of this research.

The context chosen goes from the first published work (thesis or dissertation), in 2001, until
the year of 2020°. All works should deal with tertiary education and the acting of the WB in this field,
to take the analysis to Latin America — relating to two or more countries from this region. All the texts
found were analyzed through the Content Analysis (Bardin, 2011), following syntactic and semantic
criteria, with material exploration and treating of the results, inferences and interpretation.

It is relevant to point that much research published dealing with tertiary education work
with the problem of the agency of international institutions. Although almost all of them doesn’t
center their work around the international institutions. In other words, such institutions, and more
specifically the WB, are only marginal in these works: they are considered as important players in
building and interfering on the studied policies, without being the focus of such research.

Otherwise, it would be impossible to exactly describe all individual or collective contributions
on the educational discussion over the WB. But it is worth pointing that most of the texts studied
are not written around the WB’s role but treat it as a secondary subject in relation to other specific
educational themes.

With the use of theme descriptors and time context of research, six dissertations and four
theses about the matter were found. But, after reading of the title, the abstract and the content of
the texts, we concluded that four of the dissertations and three of the theses did indeed study the
acting of the WB in Latin America tertiary education — as shown in the boards 1 and 2, works not
dealing with the theme in question are labeled as “non-containing”.

It is equally relevant to observe the regional distribution of graduate programmes — and, by
extension, of authors of the dissertations and theses on the main theme. The graphic 1 explains that
there were two published works from the Northeast, four from the Southeast, and one from the
South. The Mid-West and North regions do not have any master’s or Ph.D. works focusing on the
theme. The abundance or lack of research in these localities show the interests moving the field in
such realities.

3 The search was done on June 6th, 2020.
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Graphic 1: Regional distribution of dissertations and theses on the matter
of the WBs role in Latin American tertiary education
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Source: Made by the author, with resources available in the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertagées (BDTD).

Through these findings, it is important to remember Romanowsky and Ens’s (2006) point
when they assert that the act of mapping what has been published in an area equals defending
the scientific area, by pointing failures, or recognizing suggestions and solutions already hinted to
answer existing problems. It sums that with the aspect of the “gender of the researcher” that wrote
the dissertation of the thesis. The graphic 2 reveals that five of them (71%) are female and two of
them (29%) male.

Graphic 2: Gender of the dissertation/thesis’s authors
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Source: Made by the author, with resources available in the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertagées (BDTD).
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The low number of dissertations and theses that work directly with the matter shows that
researchers are more adept of using the “idea of an existing participation”, but without privileging
the WB as an object of research — a fast search over the BDTD's domain can easily prove that there
are various texts citing the WB as relevant to the development of an idea of tertiary education,
especially after the 90s. Although, this information is more often used as secondary to an analysis
of another theme.

Bibliographical research enabled the access, mapping, systematizing and revision of what
was made about the interference of the WB over Latin American tertiary education. The analysis of
the dissertations and theses is presented below.

State of Art of Brazilian research on the role of the WB in tertiary education: the
case of master’s dissertations

The first dissertation found resulted of the work of Reis (2001), where he characterizes the
influences of globalization over reforms that took place in South American countries and explores
their impact on the organization of public universities. The research privileges Argentina, Brazil,
and Chile, to understand how tertiary education was transformed in Latin America through the
WB'’s proposals and others coming from MERCOSUR'’s triennial plan, aiming the implementation of
MERCOSUR-Educational.

The author’s hypothesis is that MERCOSUR countries proposals are directed to the WB
proposal, defending a university — and a tertiary education system as a whole — based on neoliberal
ideas. By placing the WB as an engine for globalization, of neoliberalism and, consequently, of
reforms affecting tertiary education, Reis (2001) dictates an experience of an imposition of policies
by this international institution. She further adds that the WB’s logic is responsible to dismantle
tertiary systems, while also conducting an economic and productive restructuration following the
neoliberal model in cultural and educational aspects.

The author concludes by claiming that MERCOSUR-Educational is, indirectly, influenced by
WB'’s ideas, because countries that form it implement its notions on their national plans, even if the
structuring proposals from MERCOSUR-Educational, signed by the countries, are against those of the
Bank. Therefore, according to Reis (2001), there are four motions suggested by the WB to the field:
differentiation, diversification of financing, redefinition of the government’s function, and emphasis
in quality and equity. Then, countries are pushing MERCOSUR-Educational to fit what was already
adopted by them individually, which can be related with the WB’s guidance over its inside plans.
Therefore, there would be an indirect influence from the WB in the project MERCOSUR-Educational.

The second dissertation was written by Maffra (2011), organized around the “epistemic
communities” that, according to her, are groups of subjects of a specific area, responsible to shape
policies to their respective field. In her research, Maffra (2011) privileges the Brazilian and Argentinian
examples, to systematize how C&T reforms were made through the financing of the WB. In addition,
the text points to the influence of the agents from the scientific field on the delimitation of projects
to be financed by the organization.
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Paiva (2016) resumes, in her writing, the history of structural changes that happened in the
end of the 90s in Latin America, to express the fight of college syndicates against neoliberal trends.
The role of international organizations is characterized as a fuel for the reforms that inserted Latin
American countries in the margins of the international division of labor.

Through this perspective, the lesser value given to the teaching job, and consequently its
diminishing payment, results from the WB'’s guidance for the field, through its documents. Paiva
(2016) also points to the need of a greater integration between syndicates and associations of college
professors, united towards unifying the fight for better rights for workers — specially in Argentina,
Brazil, Colombia, and Mexico.

In his dissertation, Nascimento (2017) discuss the globalization of Brazilian tertiary education,
specifically paying attention to the professors’ basic formation. During his work, he emphasizes the
process of globalization and neo liberalization of economy and, mainly, how it has forced a highly
specialized academic formation by individuals. He describes the WB as the “guide” for neoliberal
reforms in forming professors and, specially, in the effect coming from its documents on the
delineations of the juridical and normative ordination of the Brazilian tertiary education.

The author studies/explains the role of the WB in the globalization of Brazilian tertiary
education, with her locus of research set as the undergraduate licentiate courses in the Universidade
Federal do Rio Grande do Norte (UFRN), emphasizing that the Bank’s receipt doesn’t reflect the
real needs of the Brazilian educational context. She also denounces the WB for not caring about
encouraging a “critical formation” of individuals because, according to her, it is only worried about
its financial gains®*.

The board 1 presents an organization of the works discussed above. The same goes for the
presentation of other texts that, while initially fitting the criteria of inclusion, didn’t contribute with
a deeper understanding about the WB’s role in Latin American tertiary education.

4 This text was included inside the criteria because it deals deeply with the Latin American context.
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Board 1: Synthesis of master’s dissertations that deal with the question of the role of the WB in the field of Latin American tertiary education.

Year Institution Graduate Author Title Author’s Main Theme Methodology
Programme Gender
2001 | Universidade Sociologia Marilise Luisa A universidade publica em crise: dile- | Female The WHB’s influence on the | Not clarified by the author. But
Federal de Santa Politica Martins dos REIS mas e desafios frente a globalizagdo e ao development of organizational | she uses Dialectical materialism,
Catarina MERCOSUR reforms in Latin American | and a technique of documental
universities. research.
2011 | Universidade de Integragdo Lourrene de O papel do Banco Mundial na formagdo | Female WB’s role in conducting reforms | Analysis of international rela-
Sdo Paulo da América Cassia Alexandre | da agenda de reformas em C&T e ensino onthefield of Science, Technology | tions following a constructivist
Latina MAFFRA superior: a experiéncia da Argentina e and tertiary education. approach; concept of “epistemic
Brasil com comunidades epistémicas communities”; documental re-
search.
2011 | Universidade Educagdo William Pessoa da | Os impactos do sistema ‘CAPES de avalia- | Male Unrelated Unrelated
Federal do Para MOTA JUNIOR ¢do sobre o trabalho docente na pds-gra-
duagdo: o caso da UFPA
2012 | Universidade Educagdo Adriana da Cunha | As politicas publicas de formagdo dos | Female Unrelated Unrelated
Estadual do Oeste WERLANG professores no Brasil a partir da LDB
do Parana 9394/96 e sua relagdo com o programa
para reforma educacional na américa la-
tina e Caribe (PREAL).
2016 | Universidade Nove | Educagdo Luis Roberto Be- Sindicalismo e associativismo docente | Male WB’s role in the acceptance of the | Marxian approach; qualitative
de Julho serra de PAIVA universitario na América Latina - historia devaluation of the professorial | research; tools of data collection:
e embates politicos na contemporanei- work in Latin America. bibliographical review; semi-
dade (1990-2010) structured interview and docu-
mental research.
2017 | Universidade Educagdo Maria Emanuele A internacionalizagdo do ensino superior | Female Directrices of multilateral | Dialectical Materialism; quali-
Federal do Rio Macédo do e a formagdo inicial de professores: um organizations for the | tative research; bibliographical
Grande do Norte NASCIMENTO estudo do Programa Licenciaturas Inter- internationalization of Brazilian | revision; documental research,
nacionais na UFRN (2010 - 2013) tertiary education exploratory semi structured in-
terview; online questions.

Source: Made by the author, with resources available in the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertacées (BDTD).
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State of the Art of Brazilian research about WB’s actions over tertiary education:
the case of PhD. theses

Concerning Ph.D. theses, the first one was published in 2005, originated from Universidade
de Campinas (Unicamp). In it, De Blasi (2005) aimed to discuss the role of the processes of evaluation
of tertiary education in Latin America, centered on the reforms of the 80s and 90s, mostly influenced
by the WB and UNESCO. The research deepens the debate with cases of what she calls “change of
identity of the IES” in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Mexico, all, according to her, delineated through
the lens of a neoliberal economy project.

The author claims that the reforms on the tertiary education systems of Latin America —
especially in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, and Chile — were stablished to adapt IES identity to neoliberal
policies. She defends that the main responsible for such changes were the WB, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA).

De Blasi (2005) presents the WB as one of the political agents heading the neoliberal ideals
over educational projects, and then concludes that the change of IES identity revolved around a
new model of conception and problematization of knowledge evaluation. It would ideally be set
on a competitive, quantitative, controlling, divisionist trend, directly linked with the financing of
research and with the operation of tertiary education, as the WB would stablish. The State would
become a “Evaluating State”, because, in a neoliberal logic, it should keep itself distant from the role
of financing, raising its power over the tertiary education system (De Blasi, 2005).

The second thesis, written by Berchansky (2008), pointed that the WB, as a conductor to
the “New Imperialism” through its educational guidance, has receded the aspect of social rights
in tertiary education. It was stablished in reforms during the 90s in Brazil and Argentina, as they
privileged the market reason (Berchansky, 2008).

What he calls “New Imperialism” reforms to the new ways that the USA can exercise power
and domination over other countries after the Il World War. In his thesis, he claims that the New
Imperialism is masked as globalization, branching through communicational, military and economic
components. In relation to tertiary education, it results, among other ways, into a commodification.

The WB interferes directly in Latin American tertiary education, through the “homogenic
packages” (Berchansky, 2008). The author defends that the WB’s policies are imposing and do not
consider the specificities of socio-historical processes of the member-states. Therefore, he concludes
that the WB is responsible in the defense and spread of the New Imperialism, with its practices of
commodification of tertiary education. Also, the governments that claimed to be breaking this logic,
in Brazil and Argentina, actually stayed inside it.

In Lima’s (2014) thesis, it is shown how much the processes of privatization of tertiary
education, specifically of the formation in social service, in Brazil and Colombia, are affected by the
movement of expansion and privatization of this level of education. In his consideration, there is
a model of new developmentalism in course, pressuring for the harmonization between capitalist
interests and the educational training.
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In the author’s view, international institutions subdued the education of peripheric capitalist
countries to their needs, to maintain historic inequalities. In this aspect, Latin American countries are
submitted to international organizations, due to their insertion process into the capitalist structure
and its deepening, after the existence of neoliberal demands after the end of the 20th century.

Although the results presented by Lima (2014) do not consider the WB as the only responsible
for certain neoliberal measures in the rebuilding of the formation in social service, it can be claimed
that the author ends her thesis by affirming that both Brazil and Colombia follow strictly the WB’s
prescriptions for tertiary education — as the creation of short technical postsecondary courses and
courses based in education at distance. She concludes that, for the greater that the commaodification
and prevarication of the formation in social service as defended by the WB can be, it is due to the
organization of the resistance of the laborers of the area to fight against the capitalist trend.

The board 2 presents an organization of the theses analyzed through this research, along
with information concerning them. As board 1, it also presents a text that, although initially fitting in
the criteria of inclusion, doesn’t bring in it the goal of discussing deeply the role of the WB in Latin
American tertiary education.

Educar em Revista, Curitiba, v. 40, e91490, 2024 11/17




SANTOS, T. R. F. S. The World Bank Group in the field of higher education in Latin America: an analysis..

Board 2: Synthesis of PhD. Theses that deal with the question of the role of the WB in the field of Latin American tertiary education.

Year Institution Graduate Author Title Author’s Main Theme Methodology
Programme gender
2005 Universidade de Education Jacqueline DE BLASI Avaliagdo como eixo das reformas da | Female Latin American Educational Documental research. Doesn’t
Campinas educagdo superior na América Latina: reforms in tertiary level offered detail any epistemological
os casos da Argentina, Brasil, México e by international organizations and | approach.
Chile following the neoliberal model of
evaluation of educational systems.
2008 Universidade de Education Juan Carlos Século XXI: novo imperialismo e | Male WB as a propellant of the New Comparative method in
Campinas BERCHANSKY educagdo. Brasil — Argentina nos Imperialism in Latin American historical research.
governos Lula e Kirchner. Educacdo Tertiary Education.
superior e reforma da reforma
2008 Universidade Federal | Education Nataniel da Vera-Cruz | A expansdo da educagdo superior a | Male Unrelated Unrelated
do Rio Grande do Goncalves ARAUJO distdncia no Tocantins no ambito da
Norte parceria entre a EDCON e a UNITINS
2014 Universidade Federal | Public Cristiana COSTA LIMA | A formagdo profissional em Servico | Female International organizations as Dialectical materialism;
do Maranhao Policies Social nos paises amazbnicos da developers of the Neoliberal New | bibliographical and field
América Latina sob o neoliberalismo: Developmentalism into Social research.
tendéncias no movimento de expansao Service formation in Latin America.
e privatizagdo do ensino superior no
Brasil e na Colombia

Source: Made by the author, with resources available in the Biblioteca Digital Brasileira de Teses e Dissertagcées (BDTD).
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Through analyzing both boards, it is possible to see the graduate programme into which each
researcher pertained during their research. It can be noted that the research over the WB actuation
in Latin America, both of master’s and PhD level, are not only done in the field of education, but also
in programmes of integration among themes like Latin America, Public Policies, and Public Sociology.
Also on this topic, authors as Bello, Jacomini and Minhoto (2014) proved that there are, indeed,
works that come from outside of the field of Education, also dealing with public policies. For these
researchers, it shows the transversality inherent to this topic.

Concerning methodology, the one most followed by the authors in their work was the
historical-dialectical materialism. It can be explained because most of them come from the
understanding that the WB is a tool of capitalism, used for the propagation of the international
capital interests — especially north American. Therefore, in short, the prevailing point is that the WB
imposes measures on the reformulation of educational policies in Latin-American estates.

None of the works mentioned above deepens on the inner workings of the WB (as origin
description, the configuration of the five bureaus that constitutes it today, its line of work over the
years, among others). Because of it, the idea of the imposition of the WB over Latin-American states,
by the Washington Consensus, has prevailed. It is worth mentioning that a better understanding
of details on the WB’s workings could change such view, beyond the reading and interpretation
of documents on the field of tertiary education signed and published by the institution over the
decades of 1980 and 1990 — as shown in the results from Santos’ research (2014; 2017; 2020).

It is possible to show and explain certain coherences among the results of the publications,
as: the WB leads and helps to create an idea of neoliberalism; the WB is a relevant actor in the
globalization processes; the WB develops a change in tertiary education headed to market views;
and, the relation with the WB interferes not only in the financing of scientific research on tertiary
education, but also in the specificities of the teaching job.

Final Thoughts

The present paper described the publications that have as their goal to discuss the WB’s
actions over Lain Americas tertiary education. It has demonstrated that, both dissertations and theses
point to a deepening of the interference played by this international organ in relation to the distinct
conceptions of labor specialization in this level of education. Although, it comes into attention the
lack of scientific production on the theme in graduate programmes, as their researchers prefer to
deal with the matter as a side theme in relation to other subjects investigated by them.

As affirmed by Romanowsky and Ens (2006), data resulting from this kind of research relate
to what the researchers are looking for on the matter. Consequently, this paper enabled a descriptive
and critical balance on the bibliographical works concerning the WB and tertiary education over
Latin America, consisting of theses and dissertations.

It shows the need of more theorical basis, with a deeper understanding of the working of
the State. In other words, it means to question the processes of civilian action, the conception of
citizenship, the patterns of power, the ways of domination, democracy biases, among other concepts
that are being utilized daily in Latin American tertiary education.
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It needs to be noted that, generally, the works found bring evidence on the WB’s actions being
based on its said imposition over its member-states from the capitalist periphery — Latin American
economies. This idea gained in strength mostly because of the raise of economic capital and the
tightening of American influence over the WB’s decisions. In this manner, it can be concluded that,
for next works, researchers should look for the WB’s actions through other lens, as suggested by
Santos (2017; 2020).

More than being a “supreme master” of educational policies, the relation of the WB with
Latin American states is becoming what Santos’ (2017; 2020) calls consented intervention. In other
words, the processes of elaboration, implementation and analysis of the partnership are impacted
by geopolitical power relations that, mostly, are based on varied capital forms in the political arena,
instead of the WB imposition over its member states. It is exactly, according to the aforesaid author,
in the analysis of such negotiations where we can find the answer for the conflict over the offer and
demand for financing and the execution of each of the policies in partnership with the WB.

In conclusion, the study on the roles played by the WB deserves to be deepened and more
explored, since it is a relevant player in the field of Tertiary education, especially in the financing
of local, national and multilateral policies. What presents us as a constant challenge of research
over the theme is the analysis of inner details on the content manifest in the political documents
signed by the WB, dealing with the educational contexts in their most varied aspects. They could be
revealing of implicit ideas on the kind of subject and society defended by the policies stablished by
this international organ and its Latin American member-states.

References

ANDRE, Marli; SIMOES, Regina Helena Silva; CARVALHO, Janete Magalh3es; BRZEZINSKI, Iria. Estado da arte
da formacdo de professores no Brasil. Educa¢éo e Sociedade, v. 20, n. 68, p. 301-309, 1999.
https://doi.org/10.1590/50101-73301999000300015

AZEVEDO, Janete Maria Lins de; AGUIAR, Marcia Angela. A produgdo do conhecimento sobre a politica
educacional no Brasil: um olhar a partir da ANPED. Educagdio e Sociedade, v. 22, n. 77, p. 49-70, 2001.
https://doi.org/10.1590/5S0101-73302001000400004

BARDIN, Laurence. Andlise de contetdo. Sao Paulo: Edi¢cdes 70, 2011.

BARRETTO, Elba Siqueira de S4. Perspectivas tedricas e metodoldgicas da pesquisa em politica educacional
na atualidade. Estudos em Avalia¢éo Educacional, v. 20, n. 44, p. 493-507, 2009.
https://doi.org/10.18222/eae204420092041

BELLO, Isabel Melero; JACOMINI, Marcia Aparecida; MINHOTO, Maria Angélica Pedra. Pesquisa em politica
educacional no Brasil (2000-2010): uma analise de teses e dissertacées. Prdxis Educativa, v. 9, n. 2, p. 369-
393, 2014. https://doi.org/10.5212/PraxEduc.v.9i2.0004

BERCHANSKY, Juan Carlos. Século XXI: novo imperialismo e educagao: Brasil — Argentina nos governos
Lula e Kirchner: educagao superior e reforma da reforma. Tese (Doutorado em Educagdo) — Faculdade de
Educacdo, Universidade Estadual de Campinas. Campinas, 2008.

Educar em Revista, Curitiba, v. 40, e91490, 2024 14/17




SANTOS, T. R. F. S. The World Bank Group in the field of higher education in Latin America: an analysis..

BOURDIEU, Pierre; CHAMBOREDON, Jean-Claude; PASSERON, Jean-Claude. Oficio de Socidlogo: metodologia
da pesquisa na sociologia. Traducdo de Guilherme Jodo de Freitas Teixeira. 8. ed. Petrdpolis: Vozes, 2015.

DE BLASI, Jacqueline. Avaliagéo como eixo das reformas da educagdo superior na América Latina: os casos
da Argentina, Brasil, México e Chile. Tese (Doutorado em Educac¢do) — Faculdade de Educacgao, Universidade
Estadual de Campinas. Campinas, 2005.

FERREIRA, Norma Sandra de Almeida. As pesquisas denominadas “estado da arte”. Educac¢do e Sociedade,
v. 23,n. 79, p. 257-272, 2002. https://doi.org/10.1590/5S0101-73302002000300013

JEZINE, Edineide. O Estado da arte da pesquisa em politica de educacdo superior nas Regides Norte e
Nordeste do Brasil. In: GOMES, Alfredo Macedo; LEAL, Telma Ferraz. Pesquisa em educag¢do nas Regides
Norte e Nordeste: balango e perspectivas. Recife: Ed. UFPE, 2014. p. 201-222.

LIMA, Cristiana Costa. A formagdo profissional em servico social nos paises amazénicos da América Latina
sob o neoliberalismo: tendéncias no movimento de expansao e privatizacdo do ensino superior no Brasil e
na Coldmbia. Tese (Doutorado em Politicas Publicas) — Programa de Pds-Graduagdo em Politicas Publicas,
Centro de Ciéncias Sociais, Universidade Federal do Maranhdo. S3o Luis, 2014.

MAFFRA, Lourrene de Cassia Alexandre. O papel do Banco Mundial na formagdo da agenda de reformas
em C&T e ensino superior: a experiéncia da Argentina e Brasil com comunidades epistémicas. Dissertacdo
(Mestrado em Integracdo da América Latina) — Programa de Pds-Graduagdo em Integracdo da América
Latina, Interunidades em Integragao da América Latina, Universidade de S3o Paulo. Sdo Paulo, 2011.

MAIA, Tatiane Cristina dos Santos da; HOBOLD, Marcia de Souza. Estado da arte sobre formacdo de
professores e trabalho docente. Psicologia da Educagdo, n. 39, p. 3-14, 2014.

MOROSINI, Marilia Costa. Estado de conhecimento e questdes do campo cientifico. Educagdo, v. 40, n. 1,
p. 101-116, 2015. https://doi.org/10.5902/1984644415822

MOROSINI, Marilia Costa; NASCIMENTO, Lorena Machado do. Internacionalizacdo da educacgdo superior no
brasil: a producdo recente em teses e disserta¢des. Educagdo em Revista, v. 33, p. 1-27, 2017.
https://doi.org/10.1590/0102-4698155071

NASCIMENTO, Francisco Paulo do. Classificacdo da pesquisa: natureza, método ou abordagem
metodoldgica, objetivos e procedimentos. In: NASCIMENTO, Francisco Paulo do; SOUSA, Flavio Luis Leite.
Metodologia da Pesquisa Cientifica: teoria e pratica. 2. ed. Brasilia: Thesaurus: 2016. p. 1-11.

NASCIMENTO, Maria Emanuele Macédo do. A internacionaliza¢@o do ensino superior e a formagdo inicial
de professores: um estudo do Programa Licenciaturas Internacionais na UFRN (2010-2013). Dissertacdo
(Mestrado em Educagdo) — Programa de Pés-Graduagdo em Educacdo, Centro de Educagdo, Universidade
Federal do Rio Grande do Norte. Natal, 2017.

NEWMAN, Mark; GOUGH, David. Systematic reviews in educational research: methodology, perspectives
and application. In: ZAWACKI-RICHTER, Olaf; KERRES, Michael; BEDENLIER, Svenja; BOND, Melissa; BUNTINS,
Katja (Ed.). Systematic reviews in educational research: methodology, perspectives and application.
Wiesbaden: Springer VS, 2020. p. 3-22.

PAIVA, Luis Roberto Beserra de. Sindicalismo e associativismo docente universitdrio na América Latina:
histéria e embates politicos na contemporaneidade (1990-2010). Dissertacdo (Mestrado em Educacdo) —
Programa de Pés-Graduagdo em Educacgdo, Universidade Nove de Julho. Sdo Paulo, 2016.

Educar em Revista, Curitiba, v. 40, e91490, 2024 15/17




SANTOS, T. R. F. S. The World Bank Group in the field of higher education in Latin America: an analysis..

PEREIRA, Jodo Marcio Mendes. O Banco Mundial como ator politico, intelectual e financeiro (1944-2008).
Rio de Janeiro: Civilizacdo Brasileira, 2010a.

PEREIRA, Jodo Mdrcio Mendes. O Banco Mundial e a construcdo politico-intelectual do “combate a
pobreza”. Topoi, v. 11, n. 21, p. 260-282, 2010b. https://doi.org/10.1590/2237-101X011021014

REIS, Marilise Luisa Martins dos. A universidade publica em crise: dilemas e desafios frente a globalizagdo e
ao MERCOSUL. Dissertacdo (Mestrado em Sociologia Politica) — Programa de Pés-Graduacdo em Sociologia
Politica, Centro de Filosofia e Ciéncias Humanas, Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina. Floriandpolis,
2001.

ROMANOWSKI, Joana Paulin; ENS, Romilda Teodora. As pesquisas denominadas do tipo “Estado da
Arte” em Educacdo. Revista Didlogo Educacional, v. 6, n. 19, p. 37-50, 2006. https://www.redalyc.org/
pdf/1891/189116275004.pdf

SANTOS, Thiago Rodrigo Fernandes da Silva. Andlise psicopedagdgica da proposta educacional
Aprendizagem para Todos do Grupo Banco Mundial. Monografia (Bacharelado em Psicopedagogia) —
Departamento de Psicopedagogia, Centro de Educacdo, Universidade Federal da Paraiba. Jodo Pessoa, 2014.

SANTOS, Thiago Rodrigo Fernandes da Silva. Andlise da atuag¢do do Grupo Banco Mundial na educagdo
superior do Brasil. Dissertacdo (Mestrado em Educacgdo) — Programa de Pds-Graduacdo em Educacédo, Centro
de Educacgdo, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco. Recife, 2017.

SANTOS, Thiago Rodrigo Fernandes da Silva. Atuag¢dao do Grupo Banco Mundial frente ao fracasso escolar no
Brasil: para uma analise psicopedagdgica. In: ANDRADE, Edson Francisco de; ARRUDA, Ana Lucia Borba de
(Org.). Politica educacional e desigualdades sociais no Brasil: contextualizagdes e posicionamentos. Recife:
Ed. UFPE, 2020. p. 93-116.

SOUZA, Angelo Ricardo de. A pesquisa em politicas educacionais no Brasil: de que estamos tratando? Prdxis
Educativa, v. 9, n. 2, p. 355-367, 2014. https://doi.org/10.5212/PraxEduc.v.9i2.0003

VOSGERAU, Dilmeire Sant’/Anna Ramos; ROMANOWSKI, Joana Paulin. Estudos de revisao: implicagdes
conceituais e metodoldgicas. Revista Didlogo Educacional, v. 14, n. 41, p. 165-189, 2014.
https://doi.org/10.7213/dialogo.educ.14.041.DS08

THIAGO RODRIGO FERNANDES DA SILVA SANTOS
PhD in Education, Federal University of Pernambuco (UFPE), Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil; Professor, Federal
University of Pernambuco (UFPE), Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil.

SUPPORT/FINANCING

Does not apply.

RESEARCH DATA AVAILABILITY

Data will be provided if requested.

Educar em Revista, Curitiba, v. 40, e91490, 2024 16/17




SANTOS, T. R. F. S. The World Bank Group in the field of higher education in Latin America: an analysis..

HOW TO CITE THIS ARTICLE

SANTOS, Thiago Rodrigo Fernandes da Silva. The World Bank Group in the field of higher education in Latin
America: an analysis of dissertations and theses published in Brazil on the topic. Educar em Revista, Curitiba,
v. 40, 91490, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1590/1984-0411.91490

This article was translated by Giovanni Bruno Alves — E-mail: giovannibruno1212@gmail.com. After being
designed, it was submitted for validation by the author(s) before publication.

Received: 06/16/23
Approved: 07/25/24

Este é um artigo de acesso aberto distribuido nos termos de licenca Creative Commons. (@)Y |

Educar em Revista, Curitiba, v. 40, e91490, 2024 17/17



mailto:giovannibruno1212@gmail.com

	Marcador 2
	_heading=h.30j0zll
	_heading=h.1fob9te
	_heading=h.3znysh7
	_heading=h.2et92p0
	_heading=h.tyjcwt
	_heading=h.3dy6vkm
	_heading=h.1t3h5sf
	_heading=h.2s8eyo1
	_heading=h.17dp8vu
	_heading=h.3rdcrjn
	_heading=h.26in1rg
	_heading=h.lnxbz9

	Botão 38: 


