Editorial |

Esfudos Feministas is an interdisciplinary
academic journal whose mission is to legitimate and improve
academicresearch ongenderinBrazil. A collective projectinvolving
scholars from different academic backgrounds, it also represents
the feministmovement’sdemand foran appropriate forumforthe
struggle against sex discrimination and the search for a better
understanding of gender.

The journal's editorial board and editors, who
change periodically, have been successful in ensuring a high
standard of quality, autonomy, and independence for it, as well
askeepingitsfocus current. Thus, Estudos Feministasis animportant
spacefordiscussing theissuesthatinformBrazilian andinternational
debates on gender relations. The high quality of its articles has
made it a point of reference for academic researchers, women
and men, and for Brazilian and Latin American women’s
movementsingeneral.

The firstissue of Estudos Feministaswas publishedin
1992. Since then, it has come out twice a year, with a total of
thirteen issues and nearly a hundred articles and reviews by
Brazilian andforeign authors. Its goalis to ensure public access to
issues and themes of a theoretical and methodological nature
present in the Brazilian and international debates, providing a
selection of articlesthat crossdisciplinary boundaries. Thisapproach
has put our journal at the vanguard.

In addition to articles and reviews, each issue of
Estudos Feministashashad a centralfocus. Thuswe have published
dossiers on the environment, affirmative action, reproductive
rights, public policy and poverty, feminism, black women, culture,
violence against women, reproductive technologies, genderand
aging, and masculinity. Ineachissue, one article thatreflectsthe
Braziliansituationisselected for franslation fo English. From 1992 to
1998, sixteen articles covering awide range ofissues were translated.

Bringingtogetherthe articlestransiatedsince 1992,
this special English edition of Revista Estudos Feministashopes to
provide, for a wider audience, a sampling of what this Brazilian
publication has covered. Despite the seven years that have
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passedsince thejournal’sfirstissue was published, the articles are
still exiremely current, reflecting the issues of concernforwomenin
Braziliansociety.

The articiesthat appearinthisspecial English edition
dealwith variousthemesthat we group into the following general
areas; sexuality andreproductive rights, culture, violence, feminism,
work, and ethnicity. We believe that the articles published here
willgive the readeranideaof the debates and studiesongender
that have been taking place in Brazil during the 1990s.

The Editors
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